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Qnarantine restrictions of Dutch Indian government on vessels from Canton. 

[No. 204.] 

Canton, China, May 26, 1902. 

Sm : In further continuation of my ITo. 202, concerning the preva- 
lence of plague and cholera in the province of Kwangtung, I have the 
honor to report as follows : 

Dr. John M. Swan, physician in charge of the Canton hospital, pre- 
sented the following report to me this morning : 

Canton, China, May gs, 190S. 

Sib : I have recently been making special inquiries with regard to the prevalence of 
plague and cholera in Canton, and I am pleased to report to yon that cholera has practi- 
cally disappeared so far as I can learn. With regard to plague, an outbreak of which I 
•wrote to you some weeks ago, 1 may say that I have since been in the district 
referred to, and so far as I can learn there were not as many cases as at first reported 
and since that time the number has markedly diminished. There are still sporadic 
cases occurring in the city, but the disease is not now so largely prevalent. 

In connection with this question of bubonic plague in Canton, I beg leave to inform 
you that I have just received reliable information that the captain superintendent of 
police in Hongkong recently sent for the representatives of the different steamboat 
companies having boats on the Hongkong and Canton run, and asked them if they 
would make arrangements to receive plague cases on their boats for transportation to 
Canton. One, if not 2 of the representatives refused to do so, but I am informed that 
the other boats, at least a number ot them, said they would do so. These are the facts' 
as reported to me by a reliable person engaged in the river trade. 

Respectfully, John M. Swan. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 

Through a reliable Chinese official I have learned that within the past 
few days plague is spreading rapidly and with virulence in the K'i Ha, 
or Bannermen district of Canton. That part of the city is the dirtiest, 
and I have almost exhausted every effort to have it thoroughly cleansed. 

I regret to report that the governor-general of Dutch-India has 
decreed that all ships or vessels arriving from Canton, or having called 
at that port, are subject in Dutch-India to a quarantine of ten days 
from the date of departure from that port, or since the last case of plague 
on board. Importation is temporarily prohibited of animal refuse, 
claws and hoofs, animal or human hair and bristles, hides which are 
nntanned and which are salted or cured with arsenic, raw wool, and 
rags, bags or sacks which have already been used, coming from Canton 
or transhipped at that port. Also it is temporarily prohibited to import 
from Canton into Dutch-India tapestry and used embroideries unless 
they are transported as personal baggage, or in consequence of change 
of residence. 

EespectfuUy, Egbert M. MoWade, 

United States Consul. 

The Assistant Seceetaky of State. 

Report from Hongkong — Diseases of cattle in relation to the shipment of 
stock cattle to the Philippines. 

Hongkong, China, May 27, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the abstract of bills of 
health issued at this station during the week ended May 24, 1902. 
Eleven steamers were inspected, 956 individuals were bathed at the dis- 
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infecting station, and 1,181 bundles of clothing and bedding were disin- 
fected. There were 14 rejections among crews and steerage passengers 
because of fever. 

The cholera situation remains practically unchanged, 38 cases and 31 
deaths having been reported during the week. The disease is confined 
to the lower-class native population. Of the total reported cases, 2 were 
Indians and 36 were Chinese. 

Thirty-three cases and 33 deaths from plague were also reported, 
making a total thus far this year of 136 cases and 130 deaths. The cases 
during the week were distributed as follows : One Japanese, 2 Indians, 
and 30 Chinese. 

One case of puerperal fever, terminating fatally, 1 case of typhus 
fever, and 1 case of smallpox were also reported. The case of typhus 
fever is the only one reported during the past two years. Because of 
the numerous shipments of stock cattle to the Philippine Islands, 
diseases among animals become of importance from a sanitary stand- 
point. Foot-and-mouth disease is quite common and rinderpest has 
frequently been reported. A disease recently appeared among the 
dairy cows in the city which was reported as rinderpest. Dr. Gibson, 
the colonial veterinary surgeon, however, informs me that it is not 
rinderpest, though the symptoms are somewhat alike. The disease 
develops rapidly. At first the animal does not look particularly ill, 
but examination shows a temperature of 104° to 106° F. Watery 
and mucous diarrhea soon develops, and later is tinged with blood. 
The rectum and vagina are intensely hyperemic and discharge quanti- 
ties of mucus. Emaciation rapidly comes on and the animal dies of 
exhaustion. 

At necropsy the most characteristic findings are intense congestion of 
the ' ' fourth stomach ' ' with ulceration. Peyers patches are swollen and 
frequently ulcerated. The messenteric glands are also swollen. The 
pharynx and stomach are apparently normal, and there are no skin 
lesions, as found in rinderpest. Dr. Gibson, to whom I am indebted 
for the above statements, says that the disease is probably endemic on 
the mainland and that it is. infectious, as a rod-like bacterium has been 
found which is fatal to guinea pigs. Further work is being carried on 
by Dr. Hunter, the colonial bacteriologist, with the view of isolating 
the specific organism. 

Respectfully, John W. Keer, 

Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon- General. 

Report from Hongkong — Increase in number of plague cases — Cholera at 

Macao. 

Hongkong, China, June S, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the abstract of bills of 
health issued at this port during the week ended May 31, 1902. Eleven 
steamers were inspected during the week, 1,088 individuals were bathed 
at the disinfecting station, and 1,511 bundles of clothing and bedding 
were disinfected by steam. There were 32 rejections because of fever. 
Since April 1 we have taken the temperature of all steerage passengers. 
The temperatures are taken just prior to the disinfection, and cases that 
show any elevation at that time are given a special examination at the 
hour of sailing. 

The cholera figures show a slight improvement during the week, 32 
cases and 31 deaths having been reported. Of this number, 4 were 
Europeans, 25 were Chinese, and 3 were other Asiatics. The total cases 



